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Lead by Example Teaching Award (Teacher Ms. Benita Heyburgh)

Being a teacher has always been a passion of mine. The question is whether passion is
enough to be a good teacher. As a young student teacher, I would probably have told you
that a good teacher provides classroom entertainment and does not give homework. Twenty-
five years down the line, I have learnt that a teacher needs to create challenges, nurture the
environment for students and take all students’ needs into consideration. My role as teacher
has changed so much over the years. It is quite difficult to keep up with these ongoing
changes. The focus has changed from a ‘talk and chalk’ method (where the teacher lectures)
to social learning (where the teacher is a facilitator).

I recently watched Bring on the Learning Revolution by Sir Ken Robinson. This resonates with
me. [ found his comparison between teachers and farmers significant. As there is no ‘one
size fits all method’, we as teachers should do what farmers do for their crops to create the
necessary conditions in order to help all students flourish and realise their potential. To cater
for the students’ diverse needs, we need to design different garden plots that create optimal
conditions for every student’s growth. Schools have become more inclusive and therefore
it is important for me as their teacher to know all the students in my class’ strengths and
weaknesses in order to help them learn. We are so privileged
to work with these children in order to help them learn and
mould their lives. I always think of the huge responsibility that #23
I have to help students become the best person they can. It ¥
is therefore important to keep the bigger picture in mind.
What do we envision for their future? To enable teachers to
accommodate all the students in order for them to learn and
thrive, the teachers need to learn.

Being a teacher is therefore not only about teaching, but also
about learning. The only way that teachers can stay abreast
of all these changes in education, is through further studies,
training, attending workshops and conferences. As teachers we
often talk about creating lifelong learners, but we need to lead by
example.
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. info@saumingps. edu. hk

: http://www. saumingps. edu. hk
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