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"Multicultralism"
New York's Chinatown is a place where we can see

Asian people settling down in a big city of foreigners.
What else can we see there? Let's figure it out!

 

"Spring Fever"
  means the feeling of excitement because the
weather suddenly becomes warmer in spring.
Let's turn to P.2 to learn more about Spring to
celebrate this thriving season!
 

"Add Oil"
is actually a word listed in dictionary as a       
 vocabulary. You may find it surprising what 

                 else is also included in the 
                             dictionary!
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e.g. The children are getting spring fever. They all want to go out and play. It’s
hard to make them focus on class. 

The firefighters all spring into action when they hear the alarm.

- someone who is not young anymore.
My grandfather is no spring chicken.
He is not as healthy and strong as he once was.

no spring chicken

        Idioms are important in English. Learning to
use common idioms and phrases makes your
English more expressive and native. Not only are
idioms fun to use, but they also contain imagery to
keep the readers engaged. Here are a few idioms
about ‘spring’.

suddenly start doing something;
becoming active very quickly.

- a feeling of restlessness after a cold winter; 
- excitement for the new season.

spring into action

The basketball player is injured. But he’s still
young. He’ll spring back from his injury.

spring back
- to quickly recover from something.

How to Be a Wordsmith

spring fever

Reader's Digest

American Born Chinese
Author: Gene Luen Yang
Publishing Year: 2006
Publisher: First Second Books

Book of the Season

The story of American Born Chinese is told
from the perspectives of three characters,
the Monkey King, Jin Wang, and Danny. At
its core, it is about Jin Wang, the son of a 
                            Chinese immigrant living in
                            the US. After moving out of 
                            San Francisco’s Chinatown, 
                            he wants to fit in with the 
                            American culture but finds it
                            difficult. Later, Jin ‘trans-
                            forms’ himself into a white
                            boy and calls himself Danny. 

At the end, when the Monkey King reminds Jin of his Chinese
roots, Jin finally accepts himself as a Chinese.
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Chinatown

There are usually traditional Chinese
restaurants in Chinatown.

1. Chinatown refers to a community of _________
people living together in an area outside their home
country.

A. Japanese                B. Chinese
C. English                   D. Vancouver

 
2. Why did some Chinese move to America in the 19th
century?

A. To haggle with vendors.
B. To look for work.
C. To get a taste of the Chinese culture.
D. To become one of the hottest topics of world
literature.

 
3. The Chinese found it hard to live in the US because of
racism and ____. 

A. global warming      B. low pay 
C. discrimination        D. obesity

 
4. Where can people buy accessories in New York’s
Chinatown?

A. Oxford Street      B. Nathan Road 
C. Jing Fong            D. Canal Street

Quiz Time

Scan your QR code to submit your answer!

      As a Chinese boy growing up in the
US, Jin struggles to find his identity.
China is where his parents came from,
but he spends most of his life living in
the States. Trapped between two
worlds, Jin does not know who he really
is. Does his ethnicity or his social
environment define him? The complex,
creative, and unpredictable depiction of
Jin’s journey has touched the hearts of
many people. Because of that, the
graphic novel won numerous awards,
including the 2007  Eisner Award  for
Best Graphic Album and Time
Magazine’s Top Ten Comics of the Year.

    Chinatown exists in many major cities
around the world, such as San Francisco,
London, and Vancouver. It refers to a
community of Chinese people living together
in an area outside their home country.
Thanks to the advanced transportation
system in the late 19th century, different
races migrated to other places, and
Chinatown has since become one of the
hottest topics of world literature.
 
How was Chinatown formed?
    In the late 19th century, some Chinese
moved to America for work. But it was not
easy to live in the USA because of racism
and discrimination. Over time, the Chinese
immigrants in New York gathered and lived
together in the same neighborhood. The
neighborhood became known as Chinatown.

     Nowadays, you can find all sorts of
things in New York’s Chinatown. From
handbags and watches to sunglasses
and wallets, you can find all the
accessories you need on Canal Street.
Unlike most modern shops, you can
haggle with the vendors and save a few
bucks! However, the street is also known
for selling counterfeit goods, so beware
of fake goods!

Post-Reading

   Some more children books
about Chinatown are introduced
on Page 4 of this newsletter.
Let's turn over the page and
have a look!
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Gai See: What You See in Chinatown

Dr. Page Richards
Chair of Creative Writing 

and Theatre
The University of Hong Kong

Professor Julia Kuehn
Head of School of 
English Department

The University of Hong Kong

Dr Suzanne WONG
Senior Lecturer

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Literature is the art of language. Its expression and form
contain intellectual value that greatly benefits its readers.
Apart from vocabulary building and comprehension skills,
students and learners can also have a deeper
understanding of the cultural and social background
which play a significant role in English learning. This is a
tailor-made, simpler and more approachable versions of
classic literature of renowned authors.

Do you have any book
recommendation? 
Let's write to us and
share your favourite
book!

    This is a happy story
about a boy exploring a
Chinatown wet market (or
gai see in Cantonese) with
his family. The little boy
discovers something new
and fascinating in every
season!

     A bittersweet tale of a homesick
boy in New York’s Chinatown. After
emigrating to the United States, Kam
Mak finds comfort and familiarity in
Chinatown as he adjusts to the new
environment.

Apart from the book
introduced in the Section
"Reader's Digest", here are
some more recommendations
for you!

About Talkie Literature

Literature Fever

My Chinatown: One Year in Poems

Consultant Group:

Chinatown

  In this inter-
generational story, a
young boy and his
grandmother walk the
streets of Chinatown
visiting shops, markets
and restaurants before
Chinese New Year. Join
them on their journey
and discover the
wonders of Chinatown!
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